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What is phonics and why is 
it important?

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to 

read and write. It helps children hear, 

identify and use different sounds that 

distinguish one word from another in the 

English language. e.g. c-a-t or ch-i-p.

Explicit Phonics - we start with the 

simplest sound in a word and then build out 

from there by forming patterns, to 

syllables and then the whole word.



• Systematic phonics follows a scope and 

sequence that allows children to form and 

read words early on. This leads to reading by 

sight – a must for fluent reading. 

• However, there are so many words that don’t 

obey the sounds rules! Some of these words 

are taught as tricky words.

• e.g. here, come, my



What are the keywords in Phonics?

Phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of 
reading by developing awareness of the sounds in words and the 
corresponding letters used to represent those sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the 
English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more 
than one way to spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is 
spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, 
‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read 
it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order 
to spell them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’’



What does Phonics look like in 
Charville?

► In July 2021, the government issued a document to ensure that schools 
show fidelity to one phonics scheme.

► We currently use the Jolly Phonics scheme at Charville.

► From Reception to Year 2 the children learn sets of sounds in a systematic 
order to support their blending and fluency in reading.

► Children in Year 1 and 2 use the Jolly Grammar scheme. They complete 
weekly lessons to support their grammar knowledge and writing skills. 



How can your child become a fluent 
reader?

► In order for a child to become a 

fluent reader, they must be competent in

the these areas of reading:

- Word recognition

- Language comprehension.

Together this will allow the child to develop

reading comprehension.



What does Phonics look like in Year 1?

► Review of sets 1-7

► Learn the alternative sounds

► Add other sounds that have not been covered e.g. dge



Which order do we teach the sounds?

► 1. s a t i p n

► 2. c k e h r m d

► 3. g o u l f b

► 4. ai j oa ie ee or

► 5. z w ng v oo 

► 6. y x ch sh th 

► 7. qu ou oi ue or ar

► Each letter is introduced through a story



What are tricky words?

► Words that just don’t build up by blending

► You need to remember the whole word pattern

► And then use it in context 

► Repetition of the words

► Here – here is a cat, here is a dog

► Talking partners to repeat sentences, tell stories again and again

► Then write the sentence – Here is a ….



Clear articulation of sounds

► Articulation of sounds is so important. We must model 
and teach the pure sound, without the schwa. The schwa 
is the addition of ‘uh’ at the end of sounds.

► Particularly c,d,t,s,m,n,l,p,b



What does a phonics lesson look like?

• Revise previously taught sounds.
• Revisit tricky words
• Introduce the new sound using the Jolly story.
• Sing the song and do the action
• Blend words contained previously taught sounds
• Letter formation
• Dictation of words and simple sentence
• Check key writing skills (capital letter, finger space and 

full stop)
• Revise consonant blends and pseudo words













What does Phonics look
like currently in Year 1?

• We are currently teaching the Phase 5 sounds to majority of 
the children.

• We have split into groups led by all teaching staff in Year 1. 
These groups move at different paces to support the children.

• Children complete Phonics based activities in Guided Reading 
time to support their understanding. 

• Targeted interventions take place to help children keep up 
with teaching.

• Children are supported with their Phonics when reading with 
adults. 



What are we heading for?

The phonics screening data collection is an annual statutory data collection that 

takes place each June.











• Work on listening skills.

• Practise segmenting and blending.

• Support your child to complete homework.

• Practise new sounds and graphemes.

• Read to and with your child every day.

• Look for familiar sounds and words in the world around you.

How can you help your child at 

home?


